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Roman Martyrology 2004 in English

December 1%

1 2 3 4 S 6 A 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

This Day, the First Day of December

1. Commemoration of Saint Nahum, prophet, who proclaimed God as the one
who governs the course of times and judges the peoples in justice.

2. At Milan in Transpadane Italy, Saint Castritian, bishop.

3. At Poitiers in Aquitaine, Saint Florentina, virgin, who, when Saint Hilary the
bishop had been exiled to Asia, was converted to the true God and followed him

when he returned to his own people.

4. At Fréjus in Provence, Saint Leontius, bishop, who fostered the monastic way
of life of Saint Honoratus on the island of Lérins, and to whom Saint John Cassian,
his friend, dedicated the first ten of the Conferences.
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of Israel out of Egypt, under the leadership of Moses, in the thirteenth
century; from the anointing of David as king, about the thousandth year;
in the sixty-fifth week, according to the prophecy of Daniel; in the one
hundred ninety-fourth Olympiad; from the founding of the City, in the
seven hundred fifty-second year; in the forty-second year of the reign of
Caesar Octavian Augustus; the whole world being composed in peace,
Jesus Christ, eternal God and the Son of the eternal Father, wishing to
consecrate the world by His most merciful coming, conceived of the
Holy Spirit, and nine months having passed after His conception, is born
in Bethlehem of Judah from the Virgin Mary, having become man: the
Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh.

2. At Rome, the commemoration of Saint Anastasia, martyr at Sirmium in
Pannonia.

3. Likewise at Rome, in the cemetery of Apronianus on the Via Latina, Saint
Eugenia, martyr.

3. Likewise at Rome on the Via Latina, the holy martyrs Jovinus and Basileus.

5. In the monastery of Cluny in Burgundy, in Gaul, blessed Peter the Venerable,
abbot, who ruled the monastic Order by the precepts of its former observance and
composed many treatises.

6. At Sanseverino in Picenum of Italy, blessed Bentivoglio de’ Bonis, priest of
the Order of Minims, an outstanding preacher.
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7. In the city of Unzen in Japan, blessed Michael Nakashima, religious of the
Society of Jesus and martyr, who, being a catechist, for the sake of the faith of
Christ, was plunged into boiling water and attained the crown of martyrdom.

8. At Rome, blessed Mary of the Apostles (Mary Teresa) von Wiillenweber,
virgin, German by nationality, who, enkindled with missionary ardor, founded at
Tivoli in Latium the Institute of the Sisters of the Divine Savior.

9. At Krakow in Poland, Saint Albert (Adam) Chmielowski, religious, who,
renowned for his art as a painter, devoted himself to the poor, striving to be good
to them 1n all things, and founded the Congregations of Brothers and Sisters of the
Third Order of Saint Francis serving the poor.

December 26

This Day, the Twenty-sixth Day of December

east of Saint Stephen, the Protomartyr, a man full of faith and
F the Holy Spirit, who, first of the seven deacons whom the
Apostles chose as helpers in the ministry, also first of the disciples
of the Lord shed his blood at Jerusalem, bearing witness on behalf of
Jesus Christ, whom he affirmed he saw standing in glory at the right
hand of the Father, and he was overwhelmed with stones, praying for his

persecutors.
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2. At Rome, in the cemetery of Callistus on the Via Appia, Saint Dionysius, pope,
who, after the persecution of the emperor Valerian, consoled the brethren either
grieving with letters and by his presence, or redeemed captives from tortures by
ransom, or taught the ignorant the doctrines of the faith, excelling in every virtue.

3. Commemoration of Saint Zeno, bishop of Maiuma in Palestine, who rebuilt a
basilica with his kinsmen Saints Eusebius, Nestabius, and Zeno, martyrs, and even
to the end of his life practiced the work of a weaver, that he might earn his
livelihood and aid the poor.

4. At Rome on the Via Tiburtina, near blessed Lawrence, the deposition of Saint
Zosimus, pope.

5. At Sardis in Lydia, Saint Euthymius, bishop and martyr, who, on account of
the veneration of sacred images, was afflicted with exile by the emperor Michael
the iconoclast, and finally, under the emperor Theophilus, was cruelly beaten with
ox sinews and completed his martyrdom.

6. At Madrid in Spain, Saint Vincentia Maria Lopez Vicuiia, virgin, who
founded and spread the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Immaculate, so that aid
of soul and body might be provided to girls separated from their families and
assigned to domestic service.

7. In the village of Song-Khon in Thailand, the blessed martyrs Agnes Phila and
Lucia Khambang, virgins of the Sisters Lovers of the Cross, as well as Agatha
Phutta, Cecilia Butsi, Bibiana Hampai, and Maria Phon, who, refusing to deny
the Christian faith, were killed with bullets in the cemetery of the village.
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8. Near the place Dragali in Montenegro, blessed Secondo Pollo, priest of
Vercelli, who, performing the office of chaplain of soldiers during the Second
World War, while attending a dying soldier, was himself gravely wounded and a
little later, having lost blood, gave up his spirit to God.

December 27t

This Day, the Twenty-seventh Day of December

east of Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist, who, the son of

Zebedee, with his brother James and Peter was a witness of the

Transfiguration, as also of the Passion of the Lord, and from the
Lord Himself at the cross received Mary as his mother. In the Gospel
and in other writings he shows himself as a theologian, who, having
been deemed worthy to contemplate the glory of the Word made flesh,
announced what he saw.

2. Commemoration of Saint Fabiola, a Roman widow, who, as Saint Jerome
attests, turned her penance toward the benefit of the poor and brought it to
perfection.

3. At Apamea in Bithynia, the passion of Saint Theodore, monk of the laura of
Saint Sabas in Palestine, priest and martyr, who, at Constantinople with his
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brother Saint Theophanes, for the defense of sacred Images, endured beatings,
imprisonment, exile, and also the branding on his forehead, for which reason he
was called Graptus, and died in prison.

4. At Liendo in Cantabria on the coast of Spain, blessed Alaphrid Parte, priest
of the Order of the Clerics Regular of the Pious Schools and martyr, who, in time
of persecution, because he was a priest, was led to a glorious martyrdom.

5. Likewise, in a vessel in the strait of the sea before Liendo in Spain, blessed
Joseph Mary Corbin Ferrer, martyr, who fought a noble contest for Christ.

December 28

This Day, the Twenty-eight Day of December

east of the Holy Innocents, martyrs. The boys who in
F Bethlehem of Judah were killed by the impious king Herod, so
that with them the infant Jesus, whom the Magi had adored, might
perish, and who, honored as martyrs from the earliest ages of the
Church, are the first fruits of all who would pour out their blood for God

and the Lamb.

2. At Alexandria in Egypt, Saint Theonas, bishop, who was the teacher and
predecessor of Saint Peter the martyr.
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3. Commemoration of Saint Antony, monk, who lived a solitary life and, as an
old man, retired to the monastery of Lérins in Provence, where, kindly and learned,
he died piously.

4. At Matelica in Picenum of Italy, blessed Mattia de’ Nazarei, abbess of the
Order of Poor Clares.

5. At Lyon in Gaul, the natal day of Saint Francis de Sales, bishop of Geneva,
whose memory is celebrated on the day of his death at Annecy, the twenty-fourth
of January.

6. At Rome, Saint Gaspar del Bufalo, priest, who strove vigorously for the
liberty of the Church, and, having been cast into prison, did not cease to lead
sinners back to the right way, especially through devotion to the Most Precious
Blood of Christ, in whose honor he founded the Congregations of Missionaries
and of Sisters.

7. At Naples in Italy, blessed Catherine Volpicelli, virgin, who, continually
devoted to the assistance of the poor and the sick, founded the Institute of the
Handmaids of the Sacred Heart, taking care that Christian charity might always be
expressed by activity adapted to the needs of the times.

8. At Kyiv in Ukraine, blessed Gregory Khomysyn, bishop of Stanislaviv and
martyr, who, in time of persecution against the faith, merited to recline at the
banquet of the heavenly Lamb.
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December 29t

This Day, the Twenty-ninth Day of December

aint Thomas Becket, bishop and martyr, who, for the defense of
S justice and of the Church, was forced into exile from the see of
Canterbury and from the very kingdom of England, and after six
years having returned to his homeland still endured many things, until,
in the cathedral church, struck with the sword by the agents of King
Henry the Second, he departed to Christ.

2. Commemoration of Saint David, king and prophet, who, the son of Jesse of
Bethlehem, found favor before God and was anointed with holy oil by the prophet
Samuel, so that he might rule the people of Israel; he transferred the Ark of the
Covenant of the Lord into the city of Jerusalem, and the Lord Himself soon swore
to him that his seed would remain forever, because from him Jesus Christ,
according to the flesh, was to be born.

3. At Arles in Provence of Gaul, Saint Trophimus, who is held to have been the
first bishop of this city.

4. At Carthage, Saint Liberius, bishop of Vaga and martyr, who, in the Council
of Carthage concerning the baptism of heretics, asserted: “In the Gospel Christ
said: I am the truth, and not: I am custom.”

5. At Milan in Liguria, Saint Martinian, bishop.
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6. At Constantinople, Saint Marcellus, abbot of the monastery of the Acoemetae
on the Bosporus, in which the chanting of psalms was carried on day and night
without any interruption whatsoever.

7. At Ouche in Neustria, Saint Ebrulf, abbot of the monastery of Saint-Evroul, in
the time of King Childebert.

8. At Palermo in Sicily, blessed Gerard Cagnoli, religious of the Order of
Minors, who first and for a long time remained in the eremitical life.

9. At London in England, blessed William Howard, martyr, Viscount Stafford
who, professed the Catholic faith, and on account of this, falsely accused of

conspiracy against King Charles the Second, was struck with the axe for Christ and
died.

10. At Seoul in Korea, Saints Benedict Hyon Kyong-nyon, widow and
catechist, and six companions,* martyrs, who, for the Christian name, were
afflicted with many torments and put to death by beheading.

11. In the city of Paterna in the district of Valencia of Spain, blessed Joseph
Aparicio Sanz, priest and martyr, who, when the persecution against the faith
was raging, poured out his blood for Christ.

12. In the village of Picadero de Paterna likewise in the district of Valencia, the
blessed martyrs Henry John Requena, priest, and Joseph Perpiiia Nacher,
who completed a noble contest for Christ.

13. In the village of San Miguel de los Reyes in the same district, blessed John
Baptist Ferreres Boluda, priest of the Society of Jesus and martyr, who, in the
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same persecution, imitating the Passion of Christ, was deemed worthy to obtain the
illustrious palm.

December 30t

This Day, the Thirtieth Day of December

1. At Rome, in the cemetery of Callistus on the Via Appia, the deposition of
Saint Felix the First, pope, who ruled the Roman Church under the emperor
Aurelian.

2. At Bonnonia in Moesia, Saint Hermes, exorcist and martyr.

3. Commemoration of Saint Anysius, bishop of Thessalonica, who flourished in
the time of the emperor Theodosius, having been appointed by the Roman Pontiffs
as apostolic vicar in Illyricum, and was heaped with praise by Saint Ambrose.

4. At Tours in Lugdunensian Gaul, Saint Perpetuus, bishop, who rebuilt the
basilica of Saint Martin and many others in honor of the saints, and established in
his Church the practice of fasts and vigils.

5. At Aosta in the Graian Alps, Saint lucundus, bishop.

6. At Flavigny in the territory of Beauvais in Neustria, Saint Geremarus, abbot
of the monastery of this place, which he founded.
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7. At Evesham in England, Saint Egwin, bishop, who founded the monastery of
that place.

8. In the Vestini of Italy, Saint Ranieri, bishop of Forcone, whose virtue in the
administration of goods Pope Alexander the Second praised.

9. At Canne in Apulia, Saint Roger, bishop.

10. At the town of Fragala in Sicily, Saint Lawrence, monk under the rule of the
Easterners, notable for the austerity of his life and for unwearied preaching.

11. At Palestrina in Latium, blessed Margaret Colonna, virgin, who, preferring
poverty for Christ to riches and pleasures of the world, served according to the
Rule of Saint Clare, which she professed.

12. At Genoa in Liguria of Italy, blessed Eugenia Ravasco, virgin, who founded

the Institute of the Sisters Daughters of the Most Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary,
to whose care she entrusted the instruction of girls, as well as the needs of the sick

and of very young children.

13. In the district of Pancalieri near Turin in Italy, blessed John Mary Boccardo,
priest, who, amid many labors expended for the care of the aged and the sick and
the Christian instruction of children, founded the Congregation of the Poor Sisters
Daughters of Saint Cajetan.
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December 31°%

This Day, the Thirty-first Day of December

the Church, in the time when Constantine the Augustus built

venerable basilicas and the Council of Nicaea acclaimed Christ the
Son of God. On this day at Rome, in the cemetery of Priscilla, his body
was laid to rest.

S aint Sylvester the First, pope, who for many years piously ruled

2. Likewise at Rome, in the cemetery of the Jordani on the Via Salaria Nova, the
holy martyrs Donata, Paulina, Rogata, Dominanda, Serotina, Saturnina, and
Hilaria.

3. At Sens in Lugdunensian Gaul, Saint Columba, virgin and martyr.

4. At Constantinople, Saint Zoticus, priest, who took upon himself the care of
feeding orphans.

5. At Jerusalem, Saint Melania the Younger, who, with her husband Saint
Pinian, departed from the city of Rome and set out for the Holy City; and there she
among the women consecrated to God and he among the monks pursued the
religious life, and both rested in a holy death.

6. At Ravenna in Flaminia, Saint Barbatus, priest.
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7. At Lausanne among the Swiss, Saint Marius, bishop, who transferred the See
from Avenches to that place, rebuilt many churches, and was a defender of the
poor.

8. In the district of La Louvesc, in the mountains near Le Puy in Gaul, Saint John
Francis Regis, priest of the Society of Jesus, who, by preaching and celebrating
the Sacrament of Penance, traveling through the mountains and rural districts of
the place, unceasingly cared for the renewal of the Catholic faith in the souls of the
inhabitants.

9. At the castle of Mercug¢s near Cahors in southern Gaul, the passing of blessed
Alain de Solminihac, bishop of Cahors, who, by pastoral visitations, strove to
provide for the correction of the morals of the people, and with apostolic zeal
endeavored in every way to renew the Church committed to him.

10. At Paris in Gaul, Saint Catherine Labouré, virgin of the Daughters of
Charity, who venerated in a special way the Immaculate Mother of God and was
distinguished by simplicity, charity, and patience.

1. Among whom: Saints Emilius the physician, Dativa, Leontia, Tertius, Boniface of Sibida,
Servius, and Victrix.

2. Whose names are: Saints Peter Yi Myong-so and Bartholomew Chong Mun-ho, fathers of
families; Peter Son Son-ji, father of a family and catechist; Joseph Peter Han Chae-kwon, formerly
a catechist; Peter Chong Won-ji, a youth.

3. Among whom: Saints John, Paul, another John, another Paul, Photinus, Zitas, Eugenius,
Muselius, John, Stephen, Theodore, John, another Theodore, the son of the preceding, George,
Theopemptus, another George, Sergius, another George, another Theodore, Cyriacus, another
John, Zitas, Philoxenus, another George, another John, another George — all from the cohort of
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the Scythians; Theodosius, Epiphanius, John, Theodore, Sergius, George, Thomas, Stephen,
Conon, another Theodore, Paul, another John, another George, another John, another John,
Paulinus, Caiumas, Abramius, Marmises, [and] Marinus — all from the cohort of the Volunteers.

4. Whose names [are]: Saints Peter Ch'oe Ch'ang-hub, catechist; Barbara Cho Chung-i, widow of
Saint Sebastian Nam [-gwan; Magdalene Han Yong-i, widow; Elizabeth Chong Chong-hye, virgin,
daughter of Saint Cecilia Yu So-sa and sister of Saint Paul Chong Hasang; Barbara Ko Sun-i, wife
of Saint Augustine Pak Chong-won; Magdalene Yi Yong-dog, virgin, sister of Saint Catherine Yi.

Omnes sancti Martyres, orate pro nobis. (“All ye Holy Martyrs, pray for us,” from
the Litaniae Sanctorum, the Litany of the Saints)

Finis Martyrologii

Completum in Sollemnitate Assumptionis beatae Mariae Virginis, Matris
Dei ac Domini nostri lesu Christi, Augusti 15, 2025

2004 Roman Martyrology by Month (to be completed)

January February March April December December
July August September December November December
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“Scio opera tua ... quia modicum habes virtutem, et servasti verbum Meum, nec non negasti Nomen Meum”
(Apocalypsis 3.8)

Copyright © 2025 Geoffrey K. Mondello, Boston Catholic Journal. All rights reserved.
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